15" SUNDAY after PENTECOST

September 6, 2026

8:00 am

Zion Lutheran Church
1400 S Duluth Ave
Sioux Falls, SD 57105
605-338-5226
www.zionlutheransf.com




ORDER OF WORSHIP

AS WE GATHER

While we rejoice in God’s gracious forgiveness and blessing for
ourselves, as people chosen by God, we are also given the
responsibility to be faithful proclaimers of God’s faithful Word of
forgiveness to others, including those who sin against us or reject
our love. To speak of our responsibilities may remind us that the
love we owe one another can appear at times to be a chore,
requiring effort on our part. The prophet Ezekiel was called by
God and given the responsibility of being a “watchman,” someone
who delivers God’s word of warning and deliverance regarding
sin. At times, it is a difficult chore to speak God’s Word to those
who may ignore us or even reject us. Yet God, who called and
appointed Ezekiel, also calls you by your Baptism and enlightens
and strengthens you by His Spirit even in the face of rejection.
Through all our days, we keep the eye of our faith on God’s
promised deliverance and pray, “Come, Lord Jesus.”
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

GREET ONE ANOTHER

OPENING HYMN: LSB 725 “Children of the Heavenly Father”

1 Children of the heav’nly Father
Safely in His bosom gather;
Nestling bird nor star in heaven
Such a refuge e’er was given.



2 God His own doth tend and nourish;
In His holy courts they flourish.
From all evil things He spares them;
In His mighty arms He bears them.

3 Neither life nor death shall ever
From the Lord His children sever;
Unto them His grace He showeth,
And their sorrows all He knoweth.

4 Though He giveth or He taketh,
God His children ne’er forsaketh;
His the loving purpose solely
To preserve them pure and holy. Text: Public domain

INVOCATION

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
People: Amen.

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION

Pastor: Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven,
People: whose sin is covered.

Pastor: I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,”
People: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Pastor: Brothers and sisters, we gather together as the baptized
children of God. Let us come to Him confessing our need of Him
and begging His forgiveness.

People: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we, Your
children, confess to You our waywardness. We have sinned
against You in our thoughts, in our words, and in our deeds.
We are sinful from birth. We do not deserve Your love. Yet by
Your own Gospel promise we dare to come before You
imploring Your grace. Forgive us our sins, gather us as Your
own children, and give us Your love and life. Amen.



Pastor: “Unless you turn and become like children, you will not
enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like a
child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” Upon this your
confession and prayer, I, as a called and ordained servant of Christ
and by His authority, forgive you all your sins, in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

INTROIT: Psalm 92:1-4, antiphon Ps. 92:5

Pastor: It is good to praise the Lord
People: and make music to your name, O Most High,

Pastor: proclaiming your love in the morning
People: and your faithfulness at night,

Pastor: to the music of the ten-stringed lyre
People: and the melody of the harp.

Pastor: For you make me glad by your deeds, Lord;
People: I sing for joy at what your hands have done.

Pastor: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit;
People: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.

Pastor: How great are your works, LORD,
People: how profound your thoughts!

KYRIE

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.



Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray
to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
People: Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE: This is the Feast

This is the feast of victory for our God.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set
us free to be people of God.

This is the feast of victory for our God.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing,
and glory are His.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all
creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb
forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.



SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Pastor: Let us pray together

People: O God, from whom all proceeds, grant to us, Your
humble servants, Your holy inspiration, that we may set our
minds on the things that are right and, by Your merciful
guiding, accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

TIME IN THE WORD

The First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-9

Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the people of Israel;
so hear the word I speak and give them warning from me. When I
say to the wicked, “You wicked person, you will surely die,” and
you do not speak out to dissuade them from their ways, that
wicked person will die for their sin, and 1 will hold you
accountable for their blood. But if you do warn the wicked person
to turn from their ways and they do not do so, they will die for
their sin, though you yourself will be saved.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

The Second Reading: Romans 13:1-10

Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no
authority except that which God has established. The authorities
that exist have been established by God. Consequently, whoever
rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has
instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.
For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who
do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in



authority? Then do what is right and you will be commended. For
the one in authority is God’s servant for your good. But if you do
wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason.
They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on
the wrongdoer. Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the
authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also as a
matter of conscience. This is also why you pay taxes, for the
authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to
governing. Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes,
pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if
honor, then honor. Let no debt remain outstanding, except the
continuing debt to love one another, for whoever loves others has
fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit
adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You
shall not covet,” and whatever other command there may be, are
summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbor as
yourself.” Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the
fulfillment of the law.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Please rise out of respect for the words and ministry of Jesus
Christ.

RESPONSE

People (sing): Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go? You have
the words of eternal life. Alleluia, Alleluia.

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 18:1-20
People (sing): Glory to You, O Lord.

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who, then, is
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” He called a little child to
him, and placed the child among them. And he said: “Truly I tell
you, unless you change and become like little children, you will
never enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever takes the
lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of



heaven. And whoever welcomes one such child in my name
welcomes me. “If anyone causes one of these little ones—those
who believe in me—to stumble, it would be better for them to have
a large millstone hung around their neck and to be drowned in the
depths of the sea. Woe to the world because of the things that
cause people to stumble! Such things must come, but woe to the
person through whom they come! If your hand or your foot causes
you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to
enter life maimed or crippled than to have two hands or two feet
and be thrown into eternal fire. And if your eye causes you to
stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter
life with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into the fire
of hell. “See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I
tell you that their angels in heaven always see the face of my
Father in heaven. “What do you think? If a man owns a hundred
sheep, and one of them wanders away, will he not leave the ninety-
nine on the hills and go to look for the one that wandered off? And
if he finds it, truly I tell you, he is happier about that one sheep
than about the ninety-nine that did not wander off. In the same way
your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones
should perish. “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their
fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you have
won them over. But if they will not listen, take one or two others
along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of
two or three witnesses.” If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the
church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as
you would a pagan or a tax collector. “Truly I tell you, whatever
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose
on earth will be loosed in heaven. “Again, truly I tell you that if
two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be
done for them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three
gather in my name, there am I with them.”

Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People (sing): Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE




SERMON HYMN: LSB 686
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”

1 Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing,
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
While the hope of endless glory
Fills my heart with joy and love,
Teach me ever to adore Thee;
May I still Thy goodness prove.

2 Here I raise my Ebenezer,

Hither by Thy help I’ve come;

And I hope, by Thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.

Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wand’ring from the fold of God;

He, to rescue me from danger,
Interposed His precious blood.

3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor

Daily I’'m constrained to be;

Let that grace now like a fetter
Bind my wand’ring heart to Thee:

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it;
Prone to leave the God I love.

Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above.

4 Oh, that day when freed from sinning,

I shall see Thy lovely face;

Clothed then in the blood-washed linen,
How I’ll sing Thy wondrous grace!

Come, my Lord, no longer tarry;
Take my ransom’d soul away;

Send Thine angels soon to carry
Me to realms of endless day. Text: Public domain



THE SERMON

NICENE CREED

I believe in one God; the Father Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God,
Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down
from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin
Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And on the third
day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He
will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who
spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the
world to come. Amen.

OFFERING AND TREASURE BOX




OFFERING HYMN: LSB 851
“Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”

1 Lord of glory, You have bought us

With Your lifeblood as the price,

Never grudging for the lost ones
That tremendous sacrifice;

And with that have freely given
Blessings countless as the sand

To the unthankful and the evil
With Your own unsparing hand.

2 Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give You

Gladly, freely of Your own.

With the sunshine of Your goodness
Melt our thankless hearts of stone

Till our cold and selfish natures,
Warmed by You, at length believe

That more happy and more blesséd
"Tis to give than to receive.

3 Wondrous honor You have given

To our humblest charity

In Your own mysterious sentence,
“You have done it all to Me.”

Can it be, O gracious Master,
That You deign for alms to sue,

Saying by Your poor and needy,
“Give as | have giv’n to you”?

4 Lord of glory, You have bought us

With Your lifeblood as the price,

Never grudging for the lost ones
That tremendous sacrifice.

Give us faith to trust You boldly,
Hope, to stay our souls on You;

But, oh, best of all Your graces,
With Your love our love renew.  Text: Public domain



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary........... evermore
praising you and singing:

People (sing): Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He who comes in the name
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.



AGNUS DEI

People (sing): Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the
world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, You take away the sin
of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, You take away
the sin of the world; grant us peace.

COMMUNION

COMMUNION HYMN: LSB 623
“Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray”

1 Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray
That we may feast on You today;
Beneath these forms of bread and wine
Enrich us with Your grace divine.

2 Give us, who share this wondrous food,
Y our body broken and Your blood,
The grateful peace of sins forgiv’n,
The certain joys of heirs of heav’n.

3 By faith Your Word has made us bold
To seize the gift of love retold;
All that You are we here receive,
And all we are to You we give.

4 One bread, one cup, one body, we,
Rejoicing in our unity,
Proclaim Your love until You come
To bring Your scattered loved ones home.

5 Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray:
O keep us steadfast till that day
When each will be Your welcomed guest
In heaven’s high and holy feast. Text: Public domain



COMMUNION HYMN: LSB 620

1

Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no

“Jesus Comes Today with Healing”

Jesus comes today with healing,
Knocking at my door, appealing,
Off’ring pardon, grace, and peace.
He Himself makes preparation,
And I hear His invitation:
“Come and taste the blessed feast.”

Christ Himself, the priest presiding,
Yet in bread and wine abiding
In this holy sacrament,
Gives the bread of life, once broken,
And the cup, the precious token
Of His sacred covenant.

Under bread and wine, though lowly,
I receive the Savior holy,

Blood and body, giv’n for me,
Very Lamb of God from heaven,
Who to bitter death was given,

Hung upon the curséd tree.

God descends with heav’nly power,
Gives Himself to me this hour
In this ordinary sign.
On my tongue His pledge receiving,
I accept His grace, believing
That I taste His love divine.

Let me praise God’s boundless favor,
Whose own feast of love I savor,
Bidden by His gracious call.
Wedding garments He provides me,
With a robe of white He hides me,
Fits me for the royal hall.

Now have I found consolation,
Comfort in my tribulation,

Balm to heal the troubled soul.
God, my shield from ev’ry terror,
Cleanses me from sin and error,

Makes my wounded spirit whole.

. 110004897



COMMUNION HYMN: LSB 605 “Father Welcomes”

ref Father welcomes all His children
To His fam’ly through His Son.
Father giving His salvation,
Life forever has been won.

1 Little children, come to Me,
For My kingdom is of these.
Life and love I have to give,
Mercy for your sin.

ref Father welcomes all His children
To His fam’ly through His Son.
Father giving His salvation,
Life forever has been won.

2 In the water, in the Word,
In His promise, be assured:
Those who are baptized and believe
Shall be born again.

ref Father welcomes all His children
To His fam’ly through His Son.
Father giving His salvation,
Life forever has been won.

3 Let us daily die to sin;
Let us daily rise with Him,
Walk in the love of Christ our Lord,
Live in the peace of God.

ref Father welcomes all His children
To His fam’ly through His Son.
Father giving His salvation,
Life forever has been won.

Text: © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004897

DISMISSAL and PRAYER

BENEDICTION




CLOSING HYMN: LSB 809 “Great is Thy Faithfulness”

1 Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
There is no shadow of turning with Thee.

Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not;
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.

Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;

All T have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above

Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.

Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;

All T have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!

Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All T have needed Thy hand hath provided;

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
Text: Public domain

SEND OFF

Pastor: At Zion we are committed to reaching out, strengthening
the saved,
All: and serving Jesus Christ by serving others!



