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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

 

AS WE GATHER 
 

Our Bible Reading of the Day is Joshua 5:13–6:27. Confident in 

their wall, the people of Jericho shut themselves up inside the city. 

Following God’s unusual battle plan, Joshua gathers the priests, 

trumpets, ark of the covenant, and people. Six days they march 

once around the city, then seven times on the seventh day, giving a 

shout at the conclusion of the last circuit. The city walls come 

tumbling down, and the Israelites wipe out the citizens and 

livestock while plundering precious metals for the tabernacle. Yet 

Rahab and her family are spared. Christ, the greater Joshua, though 

He has the power to judge us for our sins also has the power to 

save. By the cross, He has forgiven God’s children their sins and 

has promised us deliverance from eternal death. 

 

WELCOME and REGISTER ATTENDANCE 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN: LSB 657 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 

    A sword and shield victorious; 

He breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod 

    And wins salvation glorious. 

The old satanic foe 

Has sworn to work us woe. 

    With craft and dreadful might 

    He arms himself to fight. 

On earth he has no equal. 

 

2 No strength of ours can match his might. 

    We would be lost, rejected. 

But now a champion comes to fight, 

    Whom God Himself elected. 

You ask who this may be? 

The Lord of hosts is He, 



    Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 

    God’s only Son, adored. 

He holds the field victorious. 

 

3 Though hordes of devils fill the land 

    All threat’ning to devour us, 

We tremble not, unmoved we stand; 

    They cannot overpow’r us. 

Let this world’s tyrant rage; 

In battle we’ll engage. 

    His might is doomed to fail; 

    God’s judgment must prevail! 

One little word subdues him. 

 

4 God’s Word forever shall abide, 

    No thanks to foes, who fear it; 

For God Himself fights by our side 

    With weapons of the Spirit. 

Were they to take our house, 

Goods, honor, child, or spouse, 

    Though life be wrenched away, 

    They cannot win the day. 

The Kingdom’s ours forever! 

Text (sts. 1–4): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004897 
Text (sts. 1s–4s): Public domain 

 

 
INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.  

People: Amen. 
 

 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: Let us confess our sins known and unknown. 
 

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

People: who made heaven and earth. 



Pastor: I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” 

People: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Pastor: Gracious heavenly Father, 

People: we confess that our faith wavers at times. We allow 

things of this world to produce uncertainty and fear within us. 

Although we believe in Your victory at the end of time, we fail 

to trust You to protect us and relieve our anxieties each day. 

Forgive us, strengthen our faith in Your almighty power and 

unconditional love, and turn us again toward Your will. Grant 

us to serve You in peace and joy. Amen. 
 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 

you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained Servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 

 

INTROIT: Psalm 114 

 

Pastor: When Israel came out of Egypt, Jacob from a people of 

foreign tongue, 

People: Judah became God’s sanctuary, Israel his dominion. 

 

Pastor: The sea looked and fled, the Jordan turned back; 

People: the mountains leaped like rams, the hills like lambs. 

 

Pastor: Why was it, sea, that you fled? Why, Jordan, did you turn 

back? 

People: Why, mountains, did you leap like rams, you hills, like 

lambs? 

 

Pastor: Tremble, earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence 

of the God of Jacob, 

People: who turned the rock into a pool, the hard rock into 

springs of water. 

 



Pastor: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; 

People: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen. 

 

Pastor: The Lord of hosts is with us; 

People: the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
 

 

KYRIE 
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

People (sing): Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray 

to the Lord.  

People (sing): Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.                                                                       

People (sing): Lord, have mercy.  
 

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

People (sing): Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

People (sing): Amen. 
 

 

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray together. 

All: Lord God, heavenly Father, You led Your people Israel 

through the waters of the Jordan and brought down the walls 

of Jericho by the power of Your Word alone. Grant that we, 

who face the fortresses of sin and the obstacles of this world, 



may look not to our own strength but to the Commander of 

our Salvation, Jesus Christ. Strengthen our faith to follow 

Your lead, even when Your ways seem hidden, that we may 

enter the promised rest of Your eternal kingdom; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

TIME IN THE WORD 
 

Children’s Bible Reading: Page 134 
 

 

The Reading of the Day: Joshua 5:13–6:27 

 

Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man 

standing in front of him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua 

went up to him and asked, “Are you for us or for our enemies?”  

“Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the army of the Lord I 

have now come.” Then Joshua fell facedown to the ground in 

reverence, and asked him, “What message does my Lord have for 

his servant?” The commander of the Lord’s army replied, “Take 

off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy.” 

And Joshua did so. 

 

Now the gates of Jericho were securely barred because of the 

Israelites. No one went out and no one came in. Then the Lord said 

to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along 

with its king and its fighting men. March around the city once with 

all the armed men. Do this for six days. Have seven priests carry 

trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark. On the seventh day, 

march around the city seven times, with the priests blowing the 

trumpets. When you hear them sound a long blast on the trumpets, 

have the whole army give a loud shout; then the wall of the city 

will collapse and the army will go up, everyone straight in.” 

 

So, Joshua, son of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take 

up the ark of the covenant of the Lord and have seven priests carry 

trumpets in front of it.” And he ordered the army, “Advance! 



March around the city, with an armed guard going ahead of the ark 

of the Lord.” 

 

When Joshua had spoken to the people, the seven priests carrying 

the seven trumpets before the Lord went forward, blowing their 

trumpets, and the ark of the Lord’s covenant followed them. The 

armed guard marched ahead of the priests who blew the trumpets, 

and the rear guard followed the ark. All this time the trumpets were 

sounding. But Joshua had commanded the army, “Do not give a 

war cry, do not raise your voices, do not say a word until the day I 

tell you to shout. Then shout!” So, he had the ark of the Lord 

carried around the city, circling it once. Then the army returned to 

camp and spent the night there. Joshua got up early the next 

morning, and the priests took up the ark of the Lord. The seven 

priests carrying the seven trumpets went forward, marching before 

the ark of the Lord and blowing the trumpets. The armed men went 

ahead of them, and the rear guard followed the ark of the Lord, 

while the trumpets kept sounding. So, on the second day they 

marched around the city once and returned to the camp. They did 

this for six days. On the seventh day, they got up at daybreak and 

marched around the city seven times in the same manner, except 

that on that day they circled the city seven times. The seventh time 

around, when the priests sounded the trumpet blast, Joshua 

commanded the army, “Shout! For the Lord has given you the city! 

The city and all that is in it are to be devoted to the Lord. Only 

Rahab, the prostitute and all who are with her in her house shall be 

spared, because she hid the spies we sent. But keep away from the 

devoted things, so that you will not bring about your own 

destruction by taking any of them. Otherwise, you will make the 

camp of Israel liable to destruction and bring trouble on it. All the 

silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron are sacred to the 

Lord and must go into his treasury.” 

 

When the trumpets sounded, the army shouted, and at the sound of 

the trumpet, when the men gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; 

so, everyone charged straight in, and they took the city. They 

devoted the city to the Lord and destroyed with the sword every 

living thing in it—men and women, young and old, cattle, sheep 

and donkeys. 



Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the land, “Go into 

the prostitute’s house and bring her out and all who belong to her, 

in accordance with your oath to her.” So, the young men who had 

done the spying went in and brought out Rahab, her father and 

mother, her brothers and sisters and all who belonged to her. They 

brought out her entire family and put them in a place outside the 

camp of Israel. Then they burned the whole city and everything in 

it, but they put the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and 

iron into the treasury of the Lord’s house. But Joshua spared Rahab 

the prostitute, with her family and all who belonged to her, because 

she hid the men Joshua had sent as spies to Jericho—and she lives 

among the Israelites to this day. At that time Joshua pronounced 

this solemn oath: “Cursed before the Lord is the one who 

undertakes to rebuild this city, Jericho: “At the cost of his firstborn 

son he will lay its foundations; at the cost of his youngest he will 

set up its gates.” So, the Lord was with Joshua, and his fame 

spread throughout the land. 

 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.                               

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

SERMON HYMN: LSB 662 Onward, Christian Soldiers 

1 Onward, Christian soldiers, 

    Marching as to war, 

With the cross of Jesus 

    Going on before. 

Christ, the royal master, 

    Leads against the foe; 

Forward into battle 

    See His banners go! Refrain 

 

ref Onward, Christian soldiers, 

    Marching as to war, 

With the cross of Jesus 

    Going on before. 

 



2 Like a mighty army 

    Moves the Church of God; 

Brothers, we are treading 

    Where the saints have trod. 

We are not divided, 

    All one body we, 

One in hope and doctrine, 

    One in charity. Refrain 

 

3 Crowns and thrones may perish, 

    Kingdoms rise and wane, 

But the Church of Jesus 

    Constant will remain. 

Gates of hell can never 

    ’Gainst that Church prevail; 

We have Christ’s own promise, 

    And that cannot fail. Refrain 

 

4 Onward, then, ye faithful, 

    Join our happy throng, 

Blend with ours your voices 

    In the triumph song: 

Glory, laud, and honor 

    Unto Christ, the king; 

This through countless ages 

    Men and angels sing. Refrain 

Text: Public domain 

 

THE SERMON 
 

NICENE CREED  
 

I believe in one God; the Father Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of 

God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light 

of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 



incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made 

man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered and was buried. And on the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory 

to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no 

end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 

and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets.  
 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 

world to come.  Amen. 

 

OFFERING | TREASURE BOX | PRAYER CARDS 

 

OFFERING HYMN: LSB 761 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 

1 Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 

Let me hide myself in Thee; 

Let the water and the blood, 

From Thy riven side which flowed, 

Be of sin the double cure: 

Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r. 

 

2 Not the labors of my hands 

Can fulfill Thy Law’s demands; 

Could my zeal no respite know, 

Could my tears forever flow, 

All for sin could not atone; 

Thou must save, and Thou alone. 

 

3 Nothing in my hand I bring; 

Simply to Thy cross I cling. 

Naked, come to Thee for dress; 

Helpless, look to Thee for grace; 



Foul, I to the fountain fly; 

Wash me, Savior, or I die. 

 

4 While I draw this fleeting breath, 

When mine eyelids close in death, 

When I soar to worlds unknown, 

See Thee on Thy judgment throne, 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 

Let me hide myself in Thee. 
Text: Public domain 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary………..evermore  

praising you and singing:  

People (sing): Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:  

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna.  

Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He who comes in the name 

of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine 

is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  

Amen. 



THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

 

PAX  DOMINI 
 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen. 
 

 

AGNUS DEI 
 

People (sing): Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 

world; have mercy on us.  Lamb of God, You take away the sin 

of the world; have mercy on us.  Lamb of God, You take away 

the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 

 

COMMUNION 
 

 

COMMUNION HYMN: LSB 617 O Lord, We Praise Thee 

 

1 O Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and adore Thee, 

In thanksgiving bow before Thee. 

Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst nourish 

Our weak souls that they may flourish: 

    O Lord, have mercy! 

May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary, 

That our sins and sorrows did carry, 

And Thy blood for us plead 

In all trial, fear, and need: 

    O Lord, have mercy! 

 

2 Thy holy body into death was given, 

Life to win for us in heaven. 

No greater love than this to Thee could bind us; 

May this feast thereof remind us! 

    O Lord, have mercy! 

Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee 

That Thy blood should bless and sustain me. 

All our debt Thou hast paid; 



Peace with God once more is made: 

    O Lord, have mercy! 

 

3 May God bestow on us His grace and favor 

That we follow Christ our Savior 

And live together here in love and union 

Nor despise this blest Communion! 

    O Lord, have mercy! 

Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us; 

Grant that heav’nly-minded He make us; 

Give Thy Church, Lord, to see 

Days of peace and unity: 

    O Lord, have mercy! 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004897 

 

COMMUNION HYMN: LSB 411 I Want to Walk as a Child of 

the Light 

1 I want to walk as a child of the light. 

I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world. 

The star of my life is Jesus. Refrain 

 

ref In Him there is no darkness at all. 

The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 

2 I want to see the brightness of God. 

I want to look at Jesus. 

Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, 

And show me the way to the Father. Refrain 

 

3 I’m looking for the coming of Christ. 

I want to be with Jesus. 

When we have run with patience the race, 

We shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain 
Text: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004897 
 

  

 



COMMUNION HYMN: LSB 737 Rejoice, My Heart, Be Glad 

and Sing 

1 Rejoice, my heart, be glad and sing, 

    A cheerful trust maintain; 

For God, the source of ev’rything, 

    Your portion shall remain. 

 

2 He is your treasure, He your joy, 

    Your life and light and Lord, 

Your counselor when doubts annoy, 

    Your shield and great reward. 

 

3 Why spend the day in blank despair, 

    In restless thought the night? 

On your Creator cast your care; 

    He makes your burdens light. 

 

4 Did not His love and truth and pow’r 

    Guard ev’ry childhood day? 

And did He not in threat’ning hour 

    Turn dreaded ills away? 

 

5 He only will with patience chide, 

    His rod falls gently down; 

And all your sins He casts aside 

    In ocean depths to drown. 

 

6 His wisdom never plans in vain 

    Nor falters nor mistakes. 

All that His counsels may ordain 

    A blessèd ending makes. 

 

7 Upon your lips, then, lay your hand, 

    And trust His guiding love; 

Then like a rock your peace shall stand 

    Here and in heav’n above. 
Text: Public domain 
 

 



DISMISSAL and PRAYER 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN: LSB 660 Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus 

1 Stand up, stand up for Jesus, 

    Ye soldiers of the cross. 

Lift high His royal banner; 

    It must not suffer loss. 

From vict’ry unto vict’ry 

    His army He shall lead 

Till ev’ry foe is vanquished, 

    And Christ is Lord indeed. 

 

2 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

    The trumpet call obey; 

Stand forth in mighty conflict 

    In this His glorious day. 

Let all His faithful serve Him 

    Against unnumbered foes; 

Let courage rise with danger 

    And strength to strength oppose. 

 

3 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

    Stand in His strength alone. 

The arm of flesh will fail you, 

    Ye dare not trust your own. 

Put on the Gospel armor; 

    Each piece put on with prayer. 

Where duty calls or danger, 

    Be never wanting there. 

 

4 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

    The strife will not be long; 

This day the din of battle, 

    The next the victor’s song. 



The soldiers, overcoming, 

    Their crown of life shall see 

And with the King of Glory 

    Shall reign eternally. 

Text: Public domain 

 

 

SEND OFF 
 

Pastor: At Zion we are committed to reaching out, strengthening 

the saved, 

All: and serving Jesus Christ by serving others! 


