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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

 

WELCOME  

 

 

OPENING HYMN: LSB 341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty 

Gates 

1 Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! 

Behold, the King of glory waits. 

The King of kings is drawing near; 

The Savior of the world is here. 

Life and salvation He doth bring; 

Therefore rejoice and gladly sing. 

To God the Father raise 

Your joyful songs of praise. 

 

2 A righteous Helper comes to thee; 

His chariot is humility, 

His kingly crown is holiness, 

His scepter, pity in distress. 

The end of all our woe He brings; 

Therefore the earth is glad and sings. 

To Christ the Savior raise 

Your grateful hymns of praise. 

 

3 How blest the land, the city blest, 

Where Christ the ruler is confessed! 

O peaceful hearts and happy homes 

To whom this King in triumph comes! 

The cloudless sun of joy is He 

Who comes to set His people free. 

To God the Spirit raise 

Your happy shouts of praise. 

 

4 Fling wide the portals of your heart; 

Make it a temple set apart 

From earthly use for heav’n’s employ, 



Adorned with prayer and love and joy. 

So shall your Sov’reign enter in 

And new and nobler life begin. 

To God alone be praise 

For word and deed and grace! 

 

5 Redeemer, come and open wide 

My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide! 

O enter with Thy grace divine; 

Thy face of mercy on me shine. 

Thy Holy Spirit guide us on 

Until our glorious goal is won. 

Eternal praise and fame 

We offer to Thy name. 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

INVOCATION  

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor:  This is the day that the Lord has made: 

People: Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Pastor:  Oh, give thanks unto the Lord, for He is Good; 

People: For His mercy endures forever.  

 

Psalm 24:7-10:  

Pastor:  Lift up your heads, O you gates! And be lifted up, you 

everlasting arms!  

People: And the King of glory shall come in.  

 

People: Who is this King of glory?  

People: The Lord strong and mighty, The Lord mighty in 

battle. 

 

  



Pastor:  Lift up your heads, O you gates! And be lifted up,     

you everlasting doors! 

People:  And the King of glory shall come in. 

 

Pastor:  Who is this King of glory? 

People:  The Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory! 

 

Isaiah 55:8-9: 

Pastor:  For My thoughts are not your thoughts! 

People: Nor are your ways My ways, says the Lord. 

 

Pastor:  For as the heavens are higher than the earth:  

People:  So are My ways higher than your ways and My 

thoughts than your thoughts. 

 

Theme: 

Pastor:  Prophecy Foretold!  

People: Prophecy Fulfilled! 

 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

Pastor: The Advent Candles during our Wednesday services will 

be prophecy candles; Prophecy Foretold and Prophecy Fulfilled - 

our theme for these services. Our first candle reminds us of 

Isaiah’s prophecy that “a Virgin shall conceive and bear a Son.” 

Conceived when the Holy Spirit came upon her, Gabriel 

announced to the Virgin Mary that she would be with Child. 

Mary’s faith shone brightly when she said: “Let it be as you have 

said.” What an example for us in our faith walk!  Let it be Lord as 

You have said! 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our 

sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

 



Pastor: Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You 

declared us to be Your children and gathered us into Your, one 

holy Church in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and 

grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our 

faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

People: Amen! 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE:    LSB 331 The Advent of Our King 

1 The advent of our King 

    Our prayers must now employ, 

And we must hymns of welcome sing 

    In strains of holy joy. 

 

2 The everlasting Son 

    Incarnate deigns to be, Himself a servant’s form puts on 

    To set His servants free. 

 

3 O Zion’s daughter, rise To meet your lowly King, 

Nor let your faithless heart despise 

    The peace He comes to bring. 

 

4 As judge, on clouds of light, 

    He soon will come again 

And His true members all unite 

    With Him in heav’n to reign. 

 

5 Before the dawning day 

    Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 

The sinful self be put away, 

    The new self now put on. 

 

 6 All glory to the Son, 

    Who comes to set us free, 

With Father, Spirit, ever one 

    Through all eternity. 
Text: Public domain 

 



TIME IN THE WORD 

 

Prophecy Foretold: Isaiah 7:14 

 

Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will 

conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.  

 

Prophecy Fulfilled: Luke 1:26-38 

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel 

Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be 

married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The 

virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, 

“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 
 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind 

of greeting this might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be 

afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. You will conceive 

and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be 

great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God 

will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over 

Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 
 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 

The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the 

power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to 

be born will be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth, your 

relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was 

said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. For no word 

from God will ever fail.”  “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary 

answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left 

her. 

 

Prophecy Fulfilled: Luke 2:6-7 

While they were there, the time came for the baby to be 

born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him 

in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest 

room available for them. 

 

 

 



CHILDRENS MESSAGE (6:30 pm only) 

 

 

SERMON HYMN: LSB 933 My Soul Rejoices 

1 My soul rejoices, 

    My spirit voices— 

Sing the greatness of the Lord! 

    For God my Savior 

    Has shown me favor— 

Sing the greatness of the Lord! 

    With praise and blessing, 

    Join in confessing 

    God, who is solely 

    Mighty and holy— 

O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 

    His mercy surely 

    Shall rest securely 

    On all who fear Him, 

    Love and revere Him— 

O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 

 

2 His arm now baring, 

    His strength declaring— 

Sing the greatness of the Lord! 

    The proud He scatters, 

    Their rule He shatters— 

Sing the greatness of the Lord! 

    Oppression halted; 

    The meek exalted. 

    Full are the hungry; 

    Empty, the wealthy— 

O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 

    Here is the token 

    All that was spoken 

    To Abr’ham’s offspring 

    God is fulfilling— 

O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 
Text: © 1991 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004897 
 



 

MESSAGE: “Let It Be” 
 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 

dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.   
 

 

OFFERING | TREASURE BOX | PRAYER CARDS (6:30 

only) 
 

HYMN: LSB 393 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly (10:00 Only) 

1 Infant holy, 

    Infant lowly, 

For His bed a cattle stall; 

    Oxen lowing, 

    Little knowing 

Christ the child is Lord of all. 

    Swiftly winging, 

    Angels singing, 

    Bells are ringing, 

    Tidings bringing: 

Christ the child is Lord of all! 

Christ the child is Lord of all! 

 

 



2 Flocks were sleeping,     Shepherds keeping 

Vigil till the morning new 

    Saw the glory, Heard the story, 

Tidings of a Gospel true. 

    Thus rejoicing, Free from sorrow, 

    Praises voicing, Greet the morrow: 

Christ the child was born for you! 

Christ the child was born for you! 
Text: Public domain 

 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC:  O Come All Ye Faithful – Zion Bell Choir 

(6:30 pm only) 

 

 

PRAYERS of the CHURCH 

 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine 

is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN: LSB 350 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, 

Come 

1 Come, Thou precious Ransom, come, 

    Only hope for sinful mortals! 

Come, O Savior of the world! 

    Open are to Thee all portals. 

Come, Thy beauty let us see; 

Anxiously we wait for Thee. 



 

2 Enter now my waiting heart, 

    Glorious King and Lord most holy. 

Dwell in me and ne’er depart, 

    Though I am but poor and lowly. 

Ah, what riches will be mine 

When Thou art my guest divine! 

 

3 My hosannas and my palms 

    Graciously receive, I pray Thee; 

Evermore, as best I can, 

    Savior, I will homage pay Thee, 

And in faith I will embrace, 

Lord, Thy merit through Thy grace. 

 

4 Hail! Hosanna, David’s Son! 

    Jesus, hear our supplication! 

Let Thy kingdom, scepter, crown, 

    Bring us blessing and salvation, 

That forever we may sing: 

Hail! Hosanna to our King. 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

 

SEND OFF 
 

Pastor: At Zion Lutheran we are committed to reaching out, 

strengthening the saved, 

All: and serving Jesus Christ by serving others! 

 


