“King’s Arrival”
The King Who Comes in Word and
Sacrament

December 14, 2025
8:00 am

THIRD SUNDAY OF

ADVENT

Zion Lutheran Church
1400 S Duluth Ave
Sioux Falls, SD 57105
605-338-5226
www.zlcsf.org



ORDER OF WORSHIP

AS WE GATHER

Advent is the season of holy anticipation. Christ arrives in three
ways: He came in humility at Bethlehem, He comes now in Word
and Sacrament, and He will come again in glory. Each week we
live in eager expectation, moved to sing with the shepherds and the
saints: Behold your King’s arrival, rich with grace on grace!
Today, THE KING WHO COMES IN WORD AND
SACRAMENT: The King is not absent ... He arrives here and
now in preaching, water, bread, and wine. In these “commonplace”

things God delivers extraordinary miracles of forgiveness and new
life.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

GREET ONE ANOTHER

OPENING HYMN: LSB 331 The Advent of our King
(verses 1-3)

1 The advent of our King
Our prayers must now employ,
And we must hymns of welcome sing
In strains of holy joy.

2 The everlasting Son
Incarnate deigns to be,
Himself a servant’s form puts on
To set His servants free.

3 O Zion’s daughter, rise To meet your lowly King,
Nor let your faithless heart despise
The peace He comes to bring.

Text: Public domain



INVOCATION and LIGHTING of the ADVENT WREATH

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
People: Amen.

Pastor: In past weeks, we lit the candles of HOPE and LOVE.
Today, we also light the rose-colored candle of JOY as we
remember our Savior is still with us in His Word and Sacraments.
People: “You make known to me the path of life; in your
presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are
pleasures forevermore.”

Pastor: “Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you
do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is
inexpressible and filled with glory.”

People: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.”

Pastor: “Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and
to present you blameless before the presence of his glory with
great joy, to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our
Lord, be glory, majesty, power, and authority before all time, now
and forever.

People: Amen.

HYMN: LSB 331 The Advent of Our King (verses 4-6)

4 Asjudge, on clouds of light,
He soon will come again
And His true members all unite
With Him in heav’n to reign.

5  Before the dawning day
Let sin’s dark deeds be gone,



The sinful self be put away,
The new self now put on.

6 All glory to the Son,
Who comes to set us free,
With Father, Spirit, ever one
Through all eternity.

Text: Public domain

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us.

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and
just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

All: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Pastor: Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you
and for his sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen. Thanks be to God.



INTROIT: Psalm 66:8-20 Antiphon verse 8

Pastor: Praise our God, all peoples, let the sound of his praise be
heard;
People: he has preserved our lives and kept our feet from

slipping.

Pastor: For you, God, tested us; you refined us like silver.
People: You brought us into prison and laid burdens on our
backs.

Pastor: You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire
and water,
People: but you brought us to a place of abundance.

Pastor: I will come to your temple with burnt offerings and fulfill
my vows to you—

People: vows my lips promised and my mouth spoke when I
was in trouble.

Pastor: I will sacrifice fat animals to you and an offering of rams;
People: I will offer bulls and goats.

Pastor: Come and hear, all you who fear God; let me tell you what
he has done for me.

People: I cried out to him with my mouth; his praise was on
my tongue.

Pastor: If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have
listened;
People: but God has surely listened and has heard my prayer.

Pastor: Praise be to God, who has not rejected my prayer
People: or withheld his love from me!

Pastor: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit;

People: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.



Pastor: Praise our God, all peoples,
People: let the sound of his praise be heard.

KYRIE

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
People (sing): Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray
to the Lord.
People (sing): Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
People (sing): Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

People (sing): Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

People (sing): Amen.

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Pastor: Let us pray together.

All: "Heavenly Father, as we light the third Advent candle of
love, may your love inspire us to love one another as you have
loved us. Let your love guide our actions and words. In Jesus'
name, we pray. Amen."

TIME IN THE WORD




OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 57:15-21

For this is what the high and exalted One says— he who lives
forever, whose name is holy: “I live in a high and holy place,

but also with the one who is contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive
the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite. I will
not accuse them forever, nor will I always be angry, for then they
would faint away because of me— the very people I have created.

I was enraged by their sinful greed; I punished them, and hid my
face in anger, yet they kept on in their willful ways. I have seen
their ways, but I will heal them; I will guide them and restore
comfort to Israel’s mourners, creating praise on their lips. Peace,
peace, to those far and near,” says the Lord. “And I will heal
them.” But the wicked are like the tossing sea, which cannot rest,
whose waves cast up mire and mud. “There is no peace,” says my
God, “for the wicked.”

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The
Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is
for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after
supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in
my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.’
For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim
the Lord’s death until he comes.

b

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Please rise out of respect for the words and ministry of Jesus Christ.

RESPONSE



People (Sing): Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go? You have
the words of eternal life. Alleluia, Alleluia.

The Holy Gospel: John 14:18-23
People (sing): Glory to You, O Lord.

I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Before long,
the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because |
live, you also will live. On that day you will realize that [ am in my
Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my
commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who
loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and
show myself to them.” Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But,
Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the
world?” Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my
teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to them and
make our home with them.

Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People (sing): Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON HYMN: LSB 349 Hark the Glad Sound

1 Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes,
The Savior promised long;
Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne
And ev’ry voice a song.

2 He comes the pris’ners to release,
In Satan’s bondage held.
The gates of brass before Him burst,
The iron fetters yield.

3 He comes the broken heart to bind,
The bleeding soul to cure,
And with the treasures of His grace
To_enrich the humble poor.



4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,
Thy welcome shall proclaim,
And heav’n’s eternal arches ring
With Thy belovéd name.

Text: Public domain

THE SERMON

CONFESSION OF FAITH LSB 64 (Tune: Away In A Manger)

Great God, our Creator, from whom all receive
Their being and blessing, in You we believe.
Almighty, all-knowing, all-gracious, all-true,
Provider and Father, our trust is in You.

And You, Jesus Christ, we affirm as our Lord,
True Son of the Father, by angels adored;
Redeemer incarnate, You paid for our sins,

And, joined in Your rising, our new life begins.

Free Spirit of wisdom, of power and love,
On us, as on Christ, you descend from above;
You call us, You cleanse us, You open our eyes,
You keep us in peace, You restore paradise.
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OFFERING HYMN: LSB 380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

1 Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With the angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” Refrain




ref Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

2 Christ, by highest heav’n adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold Him come,
Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail the incarnate Deity!
Pleased as Man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Immanuel! Refrain

3 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Ris’n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth. Refrain

Text: Public domain

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

THE LORD’S PRAYER

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

CLOSING HYMN: LSB 602 The Gifts Christ Freely Gives




The gifts Christ freely gives
He gives to you and me
To be His Church, His bride,
His chosen, saved and free!
Saints blest with these rich gifts
Are children who proclaim
That they were won by Christ
And cling to His strong name.

The gifts flow from the font
Where He calls us His own;
New life He gives that makes
Us His and His alone.
Here He forgives our sins
With water and His Word;
The triune God Himself
Gives pow’r to call Him Lord.

The gifts of grace and peace
From absolution flow;
The pastor’s words are Christ’s
For us to trust and know.
Forgiveness that we need
Is granted to us there;
The Lord of mercy sends
Us forth in His blest care.

The gifts are there each day
The holy Word is read;
God’s children listen, hear,
Receive, and they are fed.
Christ fills them with Himself,
Blest words that give them life,
Restoring and refreshing
Them for this world’s strife.

The gifts are in the feast,
Gifts far more than we see;
Beneath the bread and wine



Is food from Calvary.
The body and the blood

Remove our ev’ry sin;
We leave His presence in

His peace, renewed again.

6 All glory to the One
Who lavishes such love;
The triune God in love
Assures our life above.
His means of grace for us
Are gifts He loves to give;
All thanks and praise for His
Great love by which we live!

Text: © 2001 Richard C. Resch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004897

SEND OFF

Pastor: At Zion we are committed to reaching out, strengthening
the saved,
All: and serving Jesus Christ by serving others!



