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ORDER OF WORSHIP

AS WE GATHER

The Reading of the Day is from Genesis 24:1-4, 10-28, 50-67.
Abraham tasks a faithful servant with finding a wife for Isaac from
Abraham’s homeland. The servant prays for a sign and waits at a
well outside the city of Nahor. Rebekah appears, offering to draw
water for both man and beast—the sign the servant had asked for.
Rebekah invites the servant to come to her family home. Having
received gifts from Abraham, Rebekah’s family sends her to Isaac
with their blessings. God provided a bride for Isaac and so
supported His promise to Abraham. Christ is our Bridegroom, who
will return one day for the Bride, His Church, and will take us to
our eternal dwelling.

WELCOME | ATTENDANCE | PRAYER CARDS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

GREET ONE ANOTHER

OPENING HYMN: LSB 901 Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty

1 Open now thy gates of beauty;
Zion, let me enter there,
Where my soul in joyful duty
Waits for Him who answers prayer.
Oh, how blessed is this place,
Filled with solace, light, and grace!




2 Gracious God, I come before Thee;
Come Thou also unto me.
Where we find Thee and adore Thee,
There a heav’n on earth must be.
To my heart, O enter Thou,
Let it be Thy temple now!

3 Here Thy praise is gladly chanted;
Here Thy seed is duly sown.
Let my soul, where it is planted,
Bring forth precious sheaves alone,
So that all I hear may be
Fruitful unto life in me.

4  Thou my faith increase and quicken;
Let me keep Thy gift divine,
Howsoe’er temptations thicken;
May Thy Word still o’er me shine
As my guiding star through life,
As my comfort in all strife.

5 Speak, O God, and I will hear Thee;
Let Thy will be done indeed.
May I undisturbed draw near Thee
While Thou dost Thy people feed.
Here of life the fountain flows;
Here is balm for all our woes.

Text: Public domain

INVOCATION

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
People: Amen.

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION




Pastor: Let us then come before God and each other and confess
our sins and ask for forgiveness.

Pastor: Let us confess together:

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Pastor: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to
die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those
who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the
children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the
Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion
in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

People: Amen. Thanks be to God!

THE INTROIT: Psalm 36:5-10 Antiphon verse 9

Pastor: Your love, Lord, reaches to the heavens,
People: your faithfulness to the skies.

Pastor: Your righteousness is like the highest mountains, your
justice like the great deep.
People: You, Lord, preserve both people and animals.

Pastor: How priceless is your unfailing love, O God!
People: People take refuge in the shadow of your wings.

Pastor: They feast on the abundance of your house;
People: you give them drink from your river of delights.



Pastor: For with you is the fountain of life;
People: in your light we see light.

Pastor: Continue your love to those who know you,
People: your righteousness to the upright in heart.

Pastor: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit;
People: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen.

Pastor: For with you is the fountain of life;
People: in your light we see light.

KYRIE

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray
to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
People: Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE: LSB 933 My Soul Rejoices

1 My soul rejoices, My spirit voices—
Sing the greatness of the Lord!
For God my Savior Has shown me favor—




Sing the greatness of the Lord!
With praise and blessing, Join in confessing
God, who is solely Mighty and holy—
O sing the greatness of God the Lord!
His mercy surely Shall rest securely
On all who fear Him, Love and revere Him—
O sing the greatness of God the Lord!
2 His arm now baring, His strength declaring—
Sing the greatness of the Lord!
The proud He scatters, Their rule He shatters—
Sing the greatness of the Lord!
Oppression halted; The meek exalted.
Full are the hungry; Empty, the wealthy—
O sing the greatness of God the Lord!
Here is the token All that was spoken
To Abr’ham’s offspring God is fulfilling—
O sing the greatness of God the Lord!

Text: © 1991 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004897

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.

Pastor: Let us pray together.

All: Almighty God, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, You
conquered the powers of darkness, and before Your light, the
darkness must flee. Give us light through Your Word, which is a
lamp to our feet and a light to our path. Grant us the ability to
trust in You even when the darkness looms close; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen.

TIME IN THE WORD

Children’s Bible Reading: Page 46

The Reading of the Day: Genesis 24:1-4; 10-28, 50-67

Abraham was now very old, and the Lord had blessed him in every
way. He said to the senior servant in his household, the one in
charge of all that he had, “Put your hand under my thigh. I want



you to swear by the Lord, the God of heaven and the God of earth,
that you will not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the
Canaanites, among whom I am living, but will go to my country
and my own relatives and get a wife for my son Isaac.” Then the
servant left, taking with him ten of his master’s camels loaded with
all kinds of good things from his master. He set out for Aram
Naharaim and made his way to the town of Nahor. He had the
camels kneel down near the well outside the town; it was toward
evening, the time the women go out to draw water. Then he
prayed, “Lord, God of my master Abraham, make me successful
today, and show kindness to my master Abraham. See, I am
standing beside this spring, and the daughters of the townspeople
are coming out to draw water. May it be that when I say to a young
woman, ‘Please let down your jar that I may have a drink,” and she
says, ‘Drink, and I’ll water your camels too’—Ilet her be the one
you have chosen for your servant Isaac. By this I will know that
you have shown kindness to my master.” Before he had finished
praying, Rebekah came out with her jar on her shoulder. She was
the daughter of Bethuel son of Milkah, who was the wife of
Abraham’s brother Nahor. The woman was very beautiful, a
virgin; no man had ever slept with her. She went down to the
spring, filled her jar and came up again. The servant hurried to
meet her and said, “Please give me a little water from your jar.”
“Drink, my lord,” she said, and quickly lowered the jar to her
hands and gave him a drink. After she had given him a drink, she
said, “I’ll draw water for your camels too, until they have had
enough to drink.” So, she quickly emptied her jar into the trough,
ran back to the well to draw more water, and drew enough for all
his camels. Without saying a word, the man watched her closely to
learn whether or not the Lord had made his journey successful.
When the camels had finished drinking, the man took out a gold
nose ring weighing a beka and two gold bracelets weighing ten
shekels. Then he asked, “Whose daughter, are you? Please tell me,
is there room in your father’s house for us to spend the night?”

She answered him, “I am the daughter of Bethuel, the son that
Milkah bore to Nahor.” And she added, “We have plenty of straw
and fodder, as well as room for you to spend the night.”

Then the man bowed down and worshiped the Lord, saying,
“Praise be to the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who has



not abandoned his kindness and faithfulness to my master. As for
me, the Lord has led me on the journey to the house of my
master’s relatives.” The young woman ran and told her mother’s
household about these things. Laban and Bethuel answered, “This
is from the Lord; we can say nothing to you one way or the other.
Here is Rebekah; take her and go and let her become the wife of
your master’s son, as the Lord has directed.” When Abraham’s
servant heard what they said, he bowed down to the ground before
the Lord. Then the servant brought out gold and silver jewelry and
articles of clothing and gave them to Rebekah; he also gave costly
gifts to her brother and to her mother. Then he and the men who
were with him ate and drank and spent the night there. When they
got up the next morning, he said, “Send me on my way to my
master.” But her brother and her mother replied, “Let the young
woman remain with us ten days or so; then you may go.” But he
said to them, “Do not detain me, now that the Lord has granted
success to my journey. Send me on my way so [ may go to my
master.” Then they said, “Let’s call the young woman and ask her
about it.” So, they called Rebekah and asked her, “Will you go
with this man?” “I will go,” she said. So, they sent their sister
Rebekah on her way, along with her nurse and Abraham’s servant
and his men. And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, “Our
sister, may you increase to thousands upon thousands; may your
offspring possess the cities of their enemies.” Then Rebekah and
her attendants got ready and mounted the camels and went back
with the man. So, the servant took Rebekah and left. Now Isaac
had come from Beer Lahai Roi, for he was living in the Negev. He
went out to the field one evening to meditate, and as he looked up,
he saw camels approaching. Rebekah also looked up and saw
Isaac. She got down from her camel and asked the servant, “Who
is that man in the field coming to meet us?” “He is my master,” the
servant answered. So, she took her veil and covered herself. Then
the servant told Isaac all he had done. Isaac brought her into the
tent of his mother Sarah, and he married Rebekah. So, she became
his wife, and he loved her; and Isaac was comforted after his
mother’s death.

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON HYMN: LSB 423 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary

1

Jesus, refuge of the weary, Blest Redeemer, whom we love,
Fountain in life’s desert dreary, Savior from the world above:
Often have Your eyes, offended, Gazed upon the sinner’s fall;
Yet upon the cross extended, You have borne the pain of all.

Do we pass that cross unheeding, Breathing no repentant vow,
Though we see You wounded, bleeding, See Your thorn-
encircled brow?

Yet Your sinless death has brought us Life eternal, peace, and
rest;

Only what Your grace has taught us Calms the sinner’s deep
distress.

Jesus, may our hearts be burning With more fervent love for
You;

May our eyes be ever turning To behold Your cross anew
Till in glory, parted never From the blesseéd Savior’s side,
Graven in our hearts forever, Dwell the cross, the Crucified.

Text: Public domain

THE SERMON

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven

and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge
the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT

SPECIAL MUSIC: “God Leads Us Along” - Zion Choir

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

THE LORD’S PRAYER

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine
is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

CLOSING HYMN: LSB 515 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers

1  Rejoice, rejoice, believers,
And let your lights appear;
The evening is advancing,
And darker night is near.
The Bridegroom is arising
And soon is drawing nigh.
Up, pray and watch and wrestle;
At midnight comes the cry.

2 The watchers on the mountain
Proclaim the Bridegroom near;
Go forth as He approaches
With alleluias clear.
The marriage feast is waiting;
The gates wide open stand.



Arise, O heirs of glory;
The Bridegroom is at hand.

3 The saints, who here in patience
Their cross and suff’rings bore,
Shall live and reign forever
When sorrow is no more.
Around the throne of glory
The Lamb they shall behold;
In triumph cast before Him
Their diadems of gold.

4 Our hope and expectation,

O Jesus, now appear;

Arise, O Sun so longed for,
O’er this benighted sphere.

With hearts and hands uplifted,
We plead, O Lord, to see

The day of earth’s redemption
That sets Your people free!  Text: Public domain

SEND OFF

Pastor: At Zion Lutheran we are committed to reaching out,
strengthening the saved,
All: and serving Jesus Christ by serving others!



