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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

AS WE GATHER 
 

Our Bible Reading of the Day is Acts 12:1-25. King Herod 

launches attacks on the Church, killing James, the brother of John. 

When Herod sees how much this pleases the Jews, he has Peter 

imprisoned. Peter is guarded by four squads of soldiers as the 

Church prays for him. That night, an angel appears and leads Peter 

past the guards and out of prison. Peter knocks at the gate of the 

house where the others are gathered in prayer. A servant girl, 

Rhoda, answers. She is so excited that she runs to tell the others, 

leaving Peter to continue knocking. An angel of the Lord strikes 

Herod down for his pride. 

 

WELCOME and REGISTER ATTENDANCE 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

OPENING HYMN: LSB 895 Now Thank We All Our God 

1 Now thank we all our God 

    With hearts and hands and voices, 

Who wondrous things has done, 

    In whom His world rejoices; 

Who from our mothers’ arms 

    Has blest us on our way 

With countless gifts of love 

    And still is ours today. 

 

2 Oh, may this bounteous God 

    Through all our life be near us, 

With ever joyful hearts 

    And blessèd peace to cheer us 

And keep us in His grace 

    And guide us when perplexed 

And free us from all ills 

    In this world and the next! 



  3 All praise and thanks to God 

    The Father now be given, 

The Son, and Him who reigns 

    With them in highest heaven, 

The one eternal God, 

    Whom earth and heav’n adore; 

For thus it was, is now, 

    And shall be evermore. 

Text: Public domain 
 

 

INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.  

People: Amen. 

 

 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor: Sin has separated every person from God. Our hearts are 

dark with sin. Each person needs the light of Jesus’ love and 

forgiveness in their hearts. Let us confess our sins before Jesus, our 

Savior, the Light of the world. 

 

People: Lord God, we confess that we are sinners. Our hearts 

are dark and we are separated from You. We make mistakes.  

We hurt those we love. We have failed to live in a way that 

reflects Your light in the world. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, forgive us. Strengthen and transform us by Your 

Holy Spirit, so that we may reflect the light of Jesus to others. 

 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 

you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained Servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 



INTROIT: Psalm 56 Antiphon verse 4 

 

Pastor: Be merciful to me, my God, 

People: for my enemies are in hot pursuit; all day long they 

press their attack. 

 

Pastor: My adversaries pursue me all day long; 

People: in their pride many are attacking me. 

 

Pastor: When I am afraid, I put my trust in you. 

People: In God, whose word I praise— 

 

Pastor: in God I trust and am not afraid. 

People: What can mere mortals do to me? 

 

Pastor: All day long they twist my words; all their schemes are for 

my ruin. 

People: They conspire, they lurk, they watch my steps, hoping 

to take my life. 

 

Pastor: Because of their wickedness do not let them escape; 

People: in your anger, God, bring the nations down. 

 

Pastor: Record my misery; list my tears on your scroll— 

People: are they not in your record? 

 

Pastor: Then my enemies will turn back when I call for help. 

People: By this I will know that God is for me. 

 

Pastor: In God, whose word I praise, in the LORD, whose word I 

praise— 

People: in God I trust and am not afraid. What can man do to 

me? 

 

Pastor: I am under vows to you, my God; I will present my thank 

offerings to you. 

People: For you have delivered me from death and my feet 

from stumbling, 



 

Pastor: that I may walk before God 

People: in the light of life 

 

Pastor: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; 

People: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen. 

 

Pastor: In God, whose word I praise— in God I trust and am not 

afraid. 

People: What can mere mortals do to me? 

 

KYRIE  (spoken) 
 

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray 

to the Lord.  

People: Lord, have mercy. 
 

 

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.                                                                       

People: Lord, have mercy.  

 

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE: This is the Feast   

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 



Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set 

us free to be people of God. 

 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, 

and glory are His. 

 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all 

creation: 

 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb 

forever.  Amen. 

 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign.   Alleluia. 

 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

 

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Let us pray together. 

 

All: Almighty and most merciful God, preserve us from all 

harm and danger that we, being ready in both body and soul, 

may cheerfully accomplish what You want done; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 



the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

TIME IN THE WORD 
 

Children’s Bible Reading: Page 368 
 

 

Reading of the Day: Acts 12:1-15 

It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who 

belonged to the church, intending to persecute them. He had 

James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword. When he 

saw that this met with approval among the Jews, he proceeded to 

seize Peter also. This happened during the Festival of Unleavened 

Bread. After arresting him, he put him in prison, handing him over 

to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. Herod intended 

to bring him out for public trial after the Passover. So, Peter was 

kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for 

him. The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was 

sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries 

stood guard at the entrance. Suddenly an angel of the Lord 

appeared, and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side 

and woke him up. “Quick, get up!” he said, and the chains fell off 

Peter’s wrists. Then the angel said to him, “Put on your clothes and 

sandals.” And Peter did so. “Wrap your cloak around you and 

follow me,” the angel told him. Peter followed him out of the 

prison, but he had no idea that what the angel was doing was really 

happening; he thought he was seeing a vision. They passed the first 

and second guards and came to the iron gate leading to the city. It 

opened for them by itself, and they went through it. When they had 

walked the length of one street, suddenly the angel left him. Then 

Peter came to himself and said, “Now I know without a doubt that 

the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from Herod’s clutches 

and from everything the Jewish people were hoping would 

happen.” When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of 

Mary, the mother of John, also called Mark, where many people 

had gathered and were praying. Peter knocked at the outer 

entrance, and a servant named Rhoda came to answer the 

door. When she recognized Peter’s voice, she was so overjoyed she 

ran back without opening it and exclaimed, “Peter is at the door!” 



“You’re out of your mind,” they told her. When she kept insisting 

that it was so, they said, “It must be his angel.” 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

SERMON HYMN: LSB 420 Christ, the Life of All the Living 

(verses 1-4, 7) 

1 Christ, the life of all the living, 

    Christ, the death of death, our foe, 

Who, Thyself for me once giving 

    To the darkest depths of woe: 

Through Thy suff’rings, death, and merit 

I eternal life inherit. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

2 Thou, ah! Thou, hast taken on Thee 

    Bonds and stripes, a cruel rod; 

Pain and scorn were heaped upon Thee, 

    O Thou sinless Son of God! 

Thus didst Thou my soul deliver 

From the bonds of sin forever. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

3 Thou hast borne the smiting only 

    That my wounds might all be whole; 

Thou hast suffered, sad and lonely, 

    Rest to give my weary soul; 

Yea, the curse of God enduring, 

Blessing unto me securing. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

4 Heartless scoffers did surround Thee, 

    Treating Thee with shameful scorn 

And with piercing thorns they crowned Thee. 

    All disgrace Thou, Lord, hast borne, 

That as Thine Thou mightest own me 



And with heav’nly glory crown me. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

7        Then, for all that wrought my pardon, 

           For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 

          For Thine anguish in the Garden, 

               I will thank Thee evermore, 

       Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, 

            For Thy bleeding and Thy dying, 

                 For that last triumphant cry, 

             And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high.     Text: Public domain 

 

THE SERMON 
 

NICENE CREED  
 

I believe in one God; the Father Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of 

God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light 

of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 

incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made 

man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered and was buried. And on the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory 

to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no 

end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 

and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 

prophets.  
 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 

world to come.  Amen. 

 



OFFERING | TREASURE BOX | PRAYER CARDS 

 

 

OFFERING HYMN: LSB 719 I Leave All Things to God’s 

Direction 

1 I leave all things to God’s direction; 

    He loves me both in joy and woe. 

His will is good, sure His affection; 

    His tender love is true, I know. 

My fortress and my rock is He: 

What pleases God, that pleases me. 

 

2 God knows what must be done to save me; 

    His love for me will never cease. 

Upon His hands He did engrave me 

    With purest gold of loving grace. 

His will supreme must ever be: 

What pleases God, that pleases me. 

 

3 My God desires the soul’s salvation; 

    My soul He, too, desires to save. 

Therefore with Christian resignation 

    All earthly troubles I will brave. 

His will be done eternally: 

What pleases God, that pleases me. 

 

4 My God has all things in His keeping; 

    He is the ever faithful friend. 

He gives me laughter after weeping, 

    And all His ways in blessings end. 

His love endures eternally: 

What pleases God, that pleases me. 

Text: Public domain 
 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 

 

 



SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary………..evermore  

praising you and singing:  

 

People (sing): Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:  

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna.  

Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He who comes in the name 

of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine 

is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

 

PAX  DOMINI 
 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen. 

AGNUS DEI 
 

People (sing): Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 



world; have mercy on us.  Lamb of God, You take away the sin 

of the world; have mercy on us.  Lamb of God, You take away 

the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 

 

COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION HYMN: LSB 620  Jesus Comes Today with 

Healing (verses 1-4) 

1 Jesus comes today with healing, 

Knocking at my door, appealing, 

    Off’ring pardon, grace, and peace. 

He Himself makes preparation, 

And I hear His invitation: 

    “Come and taste the blessèd feast.” 

 

2 Christ Himself, the priest presiding, 

Yet in bread and wine abiding 

    In this holy sacrament, 

Gives the bread of life, once broken, 

And the cup, the precious token 

    Of His sacred covenant. 

 

3 Under bread and wine, though lowly, 

I receive the Savior holy, 

    Blood and body, giv’n for me, 

Very Lamb of God from heaven, 

Who to bitter death was given, 

    Hung upon the cursèd tree. 

 

4 God descends with heav’nly power, 

Gives Himself to me this hour 

    In this ordinary sign. 

On my tongue His pledge receiving, 

I accept His grace, believing 

    That I taste His love divine. 
Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004897 

 

 



COMMUNION HYMN: LSB 537 Beautiful Savior 

1 Beautiful Savior, 

    King of creation, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

    Truly I’d love Thee, 

    Truly I’d serve Thee, 

Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

 

2 Fair are the meadows, 

    Fair are the woodlands, 

Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring; 

    Jesus is fairer, 

    Jesus is purer, 

He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing. 

 

3              Fair is the sunshine, 

                Fair is the moonlight, 

         Bright the sparkling stars on high;    

           Jesus shines brighter, 

    Jesus shines purer 

Than all the angels in the sky. 

 

4              Beautiful Savior, 

              Lord of the nations, 

        Son of God and Son of Man! 

                   Glory and honor, 

                  Praise, adoration 

          Now and forevermore be Thine! Text: Public domain 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN: LSB 643 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing 

1 Sent forth by God’s blessing, 

    Our true faith confessing, 

The people of God from His dwelling take leave. 

    The Supper is ended. 

    O now be extended 

The fruits of this service in all who believe. 

    The seed of His teaching, 



    Receptive souls reaching, 

Shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

    His grace did invite us, 

    His love shall unite us 

To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call. 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

    To God ever-living, 

The tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face. 

    Our faith ever sharing, 

    In love ever caring, 

Embracing His children of each tribe and race. 

    With Your feast You feed us, 

    With Your light now lead us; 

Unite us as one in this life that we share. 

    Then may all the living 

    With praise and thanksgiving 

Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear. 

Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004897 

 

 

DISMISSAL and PRAYER 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN: LSB 830  Spread the Reign of God the Lord 

1 Spread the reign of God the Lord, 

Spoken, written, mighty Word; 

Ev’rywhere His creatures call 

To His heav’nly banquet hall. 

 

2 Tell how God the Father’s will 

Made the world, upholds it still, 

How His own dear Son He gave 

Us from sin and death to save. 

 



3 Tell of our Redeemer’s grace, 

Who, to save our human race 

And to pay rebellion’s price, 

Gave Himself as sacrifice. 

 

4 Tell of God the Spirit giv’n 

Now to guide us on to heav’n, 

Strong and holy, just and true, 

Working both to will and do. 

 

5 Enter, mighty Word, the field; 

Ripe the promise of its yield. 

But the reapers, oh, how few 

For the work there is to do! 

 

6 Lord of harvest, great and kind, 

Rouse to action heart and mind; 

Let the gath’ring nations all 

See Your light and heed Your call. 

Text: Public domain 

 
 

SEND OFF 
 

Pastor: At Zion we are committed to reaching out, strengthening 

the saved, 

All: and serving Jesus Christ by serving others! 


