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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

 

AS WE GATHER 

 

Our Bible Reading of the Day is Acts 9:19b–31; 11:19–30. 

Following his conversion, Saul (also called Paul) is introduced by 

Barnabas to the apostles in Jerusalem. The Church had spread to 

Antioch, so the leaders in Jerusalem send Barnabas there. He 

exhorts the people to remain faithful, and he brings Saul from 

Tarsus to help him minister among the people in Antioch for a 

whole year. The name Christian is first used for the believers in 

Antioch. The Church in Antioch sends relief to the believers in 

Judea.   

 

 

WELCOME | ATTENDANCE | PRAYER CARDS 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

GREET ONE ANOTHER 

 

 

OPENING HYMN: LSB 681 Send, O Lord, Your Holy Spirit 

1 Send, O Lord, Your Holy Spirit 

    On Your servant now, we pray; 

Let him prove a faithful shepherd 

    That no lamb be led astray. 

Your pure teaching to proclaim, 

To extol Your holy name, 

    And to feed Your lambs, dear Savior, 

    Make his aim and sole endeavor. 

 

2 You, O Lord, Yourself have called him 

    For Your precious lambs to care; 



But to prosper in his calling, 

    He the Spirit’s gifts must share. 

Give him wisdom from above, 

Fill his heart with holy love; 

    In his weakness, Lord, be near him, 

    In his prayers, Good Shepherd, hear him. 

 

3 Help, Lord Jesus, help him nourish 

    All our children with Your Word 

That in fervent love they serve You 

    Till in heav’n their song is heard. 

Boundless blessings, Lord, bestow 

On his faithful toil below 

    Till by grace to him be given 

    His reward, the crown of heaven. 
Text: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit.  

People: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 

 

Pastor: Let us then come before God and each other and confess 

our sins and ask for forgiveness. 

 

Pastor: Most merciful God, 

People: I confess to almighty God our Father that I have 

sinned by allowing other things to become more important to 

me than God. I have trusted more in myself, my possessions, 

my works, and my own desires. I confess that I cannot by my 

own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or 

come to Him. Therefore, I pray that He comes to me in His 

Word and Spirit to forgive me and enlighten and keep me in 

the true faith. Amen. 

 



Pastor: Almighty God has had mercy on you and has come to you 

in the person of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. For the sake of His 

death and resurrection for you, God forgives you all your sins and 

gives you the strength of faith to serve Him in all faithfulness. As a 

called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

THE INTROIT: Psalm 112 Antiphon vs 1 

Pastor: Praise the LORD. 

People: Blessed are those who fear the LORD, 

who find great delight in his commands. 
 

Pastor: Their children will be mighty in the land;  

 People: the generation of the upright will be blessed. 

Pastor: Wealth and riches are in their houses, 

 People: and their righteousness endures forever. 

Pastor: Even in darkness light dawns for the upright, 

People: for those who are gracious and compassionate and 

righteous. 

 

Pastor: Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely, 

People: who conduct their affairs with justice. 

Pastor: Surely the righteous will never be shaken; 

People: they will be remembered forever. 

Pastor: They will have no fear of bad news; 

People: their hearts are steadfast, trusting in the LORD. 

Pastor: Their hearts are secure; they will have no fear; 

People: in the end they will look in triumph on their foes. 



Pastor: They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor, 

People: their righteousness endures forever; their horn will be 

lifted high in honor. 

Pastor: The wicked will see and be vexed, 

People: they will gnash their teeth and waste away;  the 

longings of the wicked will come to nothing. 

Pastor: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; 

People: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen. 

 

Pastor: Praise the LORD. 

People: Blessed are those who fear the LORD, 

who find great delight in his commands. 
 

KYRIE 
  

Pastor: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

People (sing): Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray 

to the Lord.  

       People (sing): Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.                                                                       

       People (sing): Lord, have mercy. 
  

Pastor: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

   People (sing): Lord, have mercy. 
 

Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

People (sing): Amen. 

 

 

 



HYMN OF PRAISE: LSB 933 My Soul Rejoices 

1 My soul rejoices, My spirit voices— 

Sing the greatness of the Lord! 

    For God my Savior  Has shown me favor— 

Sing the greatness of the Lord! 

    With praise and blessing, Join in confessing 

    God, who is solely Mighty and holy— 

O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 

    His mercy surely Shall rest securely 

    On all who fear Him, Love and revere Him— 

O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 

2 His arm now baring, His strength declaring— 

Sing the greatness of the Lord! 

    The proud He scatters, Their rule He shatters— 

Sing the greatness of the Lord! 

    Oppression halted; The meek exalted. 

    Full are the hungry; Empty, the wealthy— 

O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 

    Here is the token All that was spoken 

    To Abr’ham’s offspring God is fulfilling— 

O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 
Text: © 1991 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004897 

 
 

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 
Pastor: Let us pray together. 

All: Almighty God and Father, by Your creative hand You 

formed us in the womb and knew us. Breathe the life-giving 

breath of Your Holy Spirit upon us that we might be filled with 

a true knowledge of You through Your Son, Jesus Christ. Fill 

us with Your mercy and grace that Your Word might abound 

in our hearts, in our minds, and in all of our doings. We pray, 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit now and forever. Amen. 



TIME IN THE WORD 
 

 

Children’s Bible Reading: Page 378 

 

READING OF THE DAY: Acts 9:19b-31; 11:19-30  

 

Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. At once he 

began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. All 

those who heard him were astonished and asked, “Isn’t he the man 

who raised havoc in Jerusalem among those who call on this 

name? And hasn’t he come here to take them as prisoners to the 

chief priests?” Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled 

the Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Messiah. 

After many days had gone by, there was a conspiracy among the 

Jews to kill him, but Saul learned of their plan. Day and night they 

kept close watch on the city gates in order to kill him. But his 

followers took him by night and lowered him in a basket through 

an opening in the wall. When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join 

the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, not believing that he 

really was a disciple. But Barnabas took him and brought him to 

the apostles. He told them how Saul on his journey had seen the 

Lord and that the Lord had spoken to him, and how in Damascus 

he had preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus. So Saul stayed 

with them and moved about freely in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in 

the name of the Lord. He talked and debated with the Hellenistic 

Jews, but they tried to kill him. When the believers learned of this, 

they took him down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus. Then 

the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time 

of peace and was strengthened. Living in the fear of the Lord and 

encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it increased in numbers. Now those 

who had been scattered by the persecution that broke out when 

Stephen was killed traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and 

Antioch, spreading the word only among Jews. Some of them, 

however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and 

began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about 

the Lord Jesus. The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great 

number of people believed and turned to the Lord. News of this 

reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to 

Antioch. When he arrived and saw what the grace of God had 



done, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the 

Lord with all their hearts. He was a good man, full of the Holy 

Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the 

Lord. Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he 

found him, he brought him to Antioch. So, for a whole year 

Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers 

of people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch. 

During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to 

Antioch. One of them, named Agabus, stood up and through the 

Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread over the entire 

Roman world. (This happened during the reign of Claudius.) The 

disciples, as each one was able, decided to provide help for the 

brothers and sisters living in Judea. This they did, sending their gift 

to the elders by Barnabas and Saul. 

 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

 

SERMON HYMN: LSB 837 Lift High the Cross 

ref Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

Till all the world adore His sacred name. 

 

1 Come, Christians, follow where our Captain trod, 

Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain 

 

2 Led on their way by this triumphant sign, 

The hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks combine. Refrain 

 

3 All newborn soldiers of the Crucified 

Bear on their brows the seal of Him who died. Refrain 

 

4 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 

As Thou hast promised, draw us all to Thee. Refrain 

 



5 Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 

Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain 

 

6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 
Text (sts. ref–6): © 1974 Hope Publishing Co.; (sts. ref-s–5s): © 1991 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110004897 

 

THE SERMON 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 

descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the 

dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.   

 

OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

OFFERING HYMN: LSB 857  

          Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way 

1 Lord, help us walk Your servant way 

    Wherever love may lead 

And, bending low, forgetting self, 

    Each serve the other’s need. 

 

2 You came to earth, O Christ, as Lord, 

    But pow’r You laid aside. 

You lived Your years in servanthood; 

    In lowliness You died. 

 



3 No golden scepter but a towel 

    You place within the hands 

Of those who seek to follow You 

    And live by Your commands. 

 

4 You bid us bend our human pride 

    Nor count ourselves above 

The lowest place, the meanest task 

    That waits the gift of love. 

 

5 Lord, help us walk Your servant way 

    Wherever love may lead 

And, bending low, forgetting self, 

    Each serve the other’s need. 
Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004897 
 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine 

is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

CLOSING HYMN: LSB 924  

           Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 

1 Lord, dismiss us with Your blessing, 

    Fill our hearts with joy and peace; 

Let us each, Your love possessing, 

    Triumph in redeeming grace. 



O refresh us; O refresh us, 

Trav’ling through this wilderness. 

 

2 Thanks we give and adoration 

    For Your Gospel’s joyful sound. 

May the fruits of Your salvation 

    In our hearts and lives abound. 

Ever faithful, ever faithful 

To Your truth may we be found. 

 

3 Savior, when Your love shall call us 

    From our struggling pilgrim way, 

Let not fear of death appall us, 

    Glad Your summons to obey. 

May we ever, may we ever 

Reign with You in endless day. 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

SEND OFF 
 

Pastor: At Zion Lutheran we are committed to reaching out, 

strengthening the saved, 

All: and serving Jesus Christ by serving others! 

 

 
 


